


2026 GLFEE  
SCHEDULE AT A GL ANCE

COLOR KEY: 
Business Sessions (Green)  
Hands-On Classes (Blue)  

Main Stage Design Shows (Pink)  
Trade Show � (Purple) 

*Additional Fee Applies

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2026
8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.   Registration Desk Open  Secchia Foyer
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. *Business Session: �From Surviving to Thriving: Sales & Marketing Strategies Every Florist Needs�  
 w/Elizabeth Young, Sponsored by: Elizabeth in Your Business  River Overlook E
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. * Hands -On Amy Balsters �Bouquets and Color Theory� Sponsored by GLFA    River Overlook A/B
3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  Design Contest Registration, In partnership with FloraCraft & CalFlowers   Secchia Foyer
6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. * Hands-On �Vase Design & Bridal Hand-tied Mechanics� w/Jedidiah Daddow & Cindy Hall  Sponsored by: CF  River Overlook B
7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. *Hands-On FFA Student Prep: �Discover how to express your unique personality through Floral Design�, w/Tanna Victory, Sponsored by: DWF  River Overlook C
8:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.    Beyond the Boundaries Mixer And Academy Design Contest, Sponsored by: Mayesh  River Overlook Foyer

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2026
7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Registration Desk Open  Secchia Foyer 
8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. *Hands On: �Foam Free Everyday� w/Helen Miller, Sponsored by: Syndicate Sales  River Overlook A
8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. *Hands On: �Bridal Blooms: Crafting Signature Bouquets� w/Samantha Belonga, Sponsored by: DWF  River Overlook B                                                 
8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. *Hands On: �One Tray, Unlimited Uses� w/Rebecca Thompson, Sponsored by: Urn Tray   River Overlook C
9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. Main Stage Design Show: Green Plant Mastery: Care, Handling, and Growing Your Plant Rental Business 
 sponsored by: Hyacinth House & Mains Importing  Steelcase Ballroom B
10:00 a.m. - 11:00a.m. Student Design Contest Certi�cate Presentation & Review  Secchia Foyer
10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.  Silent Auction  Steelcase Ballroom A
10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.  Trade Show Open  Steelcase Ballroom A
10:00 a.m. - 10:15 a.m. Visit Trade Show Vendors  Steelcase Ballroom A
10:15 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.  Main Stage Design Show: Designer of the Year Run O� w/Jerome Raska, Sponsored by: FloraCraft & CalFlowers    Steelcase Ballroom B
10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.  Business Session: �Future-Proof Your Floral Business:  Marketing That Works in 2026� 
 w/Elizabeth Young, Sponsored by: Elizabeth in Your Business   River Overlook E
10:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. The Grill Lunch" Cash & Carry Lunch Options  Secchia Foyer
11:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. Visit Trade Show Vendors  Steelcase Ballroom A
11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.  Business Session: �AI: Your 24/7 Teammate to Bloom Beyond Boundaries� w/Travis Lattimore, Sponsored by: Social Green Thumb  River Overlook E
11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.   Main Stage Design Show: �Art Nouveau in�uence for Today�s Bridal Styling� w/ Hitomi Gilliam, Sponsored by Tele�ora  Steelcase Ballroom B
12:30 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.   Visit Trade Show Vendors  Steelcase Ballroom A
1:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.  Main Stage Design Show: �The Pro�table Sympathy Portfolio� w/Kelsey Thompson, Sponsored by: Flower Shop Network  Steelcase Ballroom B
1:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. Business Session: �The Hidden ROI: Culture that Outlasts the Chaos� w/Corrine Heck, Sponsored by: Details Flowers Software  River Overlook E
2:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. Visit Trade Show Vendors  Steelcase Ballroom A
3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.   Main Stage Design Show: �FLORAL FUTURISM: Monumental Installations for Museums, Runways & Immersive Spaces�  
 w/Amber Kirkland, Sponsored by: FloristWare   Steelcase Ballroom B
3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. Business Session: �Pricing for Pro�ts� w/Derrick Myers. Sponsored by: Crockett, Myers & Associates  River Overlook E
4:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. Visit Trade Show Vendors  Steelcase Ballroom A
5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. Visit Trade Show Vendors  Steelcase Ballroom A
5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. President�s Reception  Steelcase Ballroom A
7:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. *Recognition and Awards Banquet  Steelcase Ballroom B

SUNDAY MARCH 1, 2026
7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Registration Desk Open  Secchia Foyer 
8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. *Hands On: �NOUVEAU� Bouquet with Exquisite Garden Roses w/ Hitomi Gilliam, Sponsored by: Great Lakes Floral Foundation  River Overlook A
8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. *Hands On: �Modern Sympathy Design: Flexible Mechanics & Sustainable Solutions� w/Kelsey Thompson, Sponsored by: Flower Shop Network  River Overlook B                                                 
8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. *Hands On: �Corsages & Boutonnieres: Style and Pizzazz!� w/Stefanie Rutherford Sponsored by: Mayesh  River Overlook C
9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.  Business Session: �Email Marketing Made Simple for Florists� w/Elizabeth Young, Sponsored by: Elizabeth in Your Business  River Overlook E
10:00 a.m.-2:30pm Trade Show Open  Steelcase BallroomA
10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.  Main Stage Design Show: �Holiday Traditions, Reinvented� w/Jacob McCall, Sponsored by: FTD Inc.  Steelcase Ballroom B
10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.  Business Session: �From Scroll to Sale: What Research Reveals About the Next Generation�s Flower Preferences� 
 w/Ryan Freeman, Sponsored by: Floral Marketing Fund (AFE)  River Overlook E
11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  Visit Trade Show Vendors  Steelcase Ballroom A
12:00 p.m. - 12:45 p.m.  GLFA Annual Meeting and Luncheon: Keynote: �State of the Industry: Where do we go from Here!�  
 w/Derrick Myers, Sponsored by: Crockett, Myers & Associates  Steelcase Ballroom B
12:45 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.   Visit Trade Show Vendors  Steelcase Ballroom A
1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. Main Stage Design Show: �Build Better Bouquets� w/Amy Balsters, Sponsored by: Great Lakes Floral Association  Steelcase Ballroom B
1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. Business Session: �Service & Synergy: Building a Customer - First Dream Team� Getting Your Sta� on the     
 Same Page to Serve, Sell and Shine! w/Lori Wilson, Sponsored by: Flower Clique  River Overlook E
2:00 p.m.                  Silent Auction Closes  Steelcase Ballroom B
2:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. Visit Trade Show Vendors  Steelcase Ballroom A 
2:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. Main Stage Design Show: �Foam Free: Designs for Weddings, Events, Sympathy & Everyday� w/Helen Miller, Sponsored by: Syndicate Sales  Steelcase Ballroom B
2:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. Business Session: �Making the most with SAF w/Kate Delaney AAF, Sponsored by: SAF  River Overlook E

SAVE THE DATE!  2027 GLFEE MARCH 5 � MARCH 7, 2027



Saturday:
Sunday:

10:00 am - 4:30 pm
10:00 am - 2:30 pm

Trade Show Hours:

The Great Lakes Floral Association would like to THANK the following companies who 
have sponsored the presenter expenses, cut �owers, cut greens, blooming plants, 

green plants, and hard goods, for the Great Lakes Floral & Event Expo. They are the 
reason your registration fees are kept so low! Thank You!

Program/Schedule Everything GLFEE

GLFEE TITLE SPONSORS

Elizabeth In Your Business
Helping Florists Build  

Profitable & Sustainable Businesses

Transportation
& LogisticsHardgoods, Supplies & Plants





https://endowment.org/


https://www.cafgs.org/fns2026


https://shop.floracraft.com/


https://www.floristware.com/


fsn�orists.com
800.858.9925

SPONSORED BY
FLOWER SHOP NETWORK

KELSEY THOMPSON

DOUG BATES

@ GLFEE

@ WUMFA

Sympathy 
Main Stage Design Show
Saturday, Feb 28 
1:30 - 2:30 PM

Sympathy 
Hands On Workshop
Sunday, Mar 1
8:00 - 10:00 AM

Wedding 
Hands on Workshop
Saturday, Mar 21
2:00 - 4:00 PM

Everyday Designs 
Main Stage Design Show
Sunday, Mar 22
2:30 - 3:30 PM

https://florist.flowershopnetwork.com/


https://www.ftdi.com/GROW/


https://www.kennicott.com/


https://www.mayesh.com/petals-rewards


https://strider4florists.com/




MEET YOUR TEAM

SERVING THE FLORISTS OF THE GREAT LAKES

Our knowledgeable team of business experts are ready to work with you, one on one. They•ll 
�«�À�œ�Û�ˆ�`�i���Ì�…�i���Ì�œ�œ�•�Ã���>�˜�`���>�`�Û�ˆ�V�i���Þ�œ�Õ���˜�i�i�`���Ì�œ���}�À�œ�Ü���Þ�œ�Õ�À���L�Õ�Ã�ˆ�˜�i�Ã�Ã���«�À�œ�w�Ì�>�L�•�Þ���>�˜�`���Ã�Õ�Ã�Ì�>�ˆ�˜�>�L�•�Þ�°

���œ�À�i���y�œ�À�ˆ�Ã�Ì�Ã���V�…�œ�œ�Ã�i���Ì�œ���«�>�À�Ì�˜�i�À���Ü�ˆ�Ì�…���Õ�Ã���L�i�V�>�Õ�Ã�i�\

WE•RE MORE THAN A WIRE SERVICE.
WE•RE A PARTNERSHIP.
800.421.2815

€ �£�ä�ä�¯���œ�v���Ì�…�i���œ�À�`�i�À�Ã���œ�˜���Ì�i�•�i�y�œ�À�>�°�V�œ�“���}�œ���Ì�œ���•�œ�V�>�•���y�œ�À�ˆ�Ã�Ì�Ã���•�ˆ�Ž�i���Þ�œ�Õ���‡���}�Õ�>�À�>�˜�Ì�i�i�`�°

€ Our eFlorist Program’ ���œ�v�v�i�À�Ã���Ì�…�i���L�i�Ã�Ì���v�Õ�•�•���Ã�i�À�Û�ˆ�V�i�]���Ì�Õ�À�˜�‡�Ž�i�Þ���Ü�i�L���…�œ�Ã�Ì�ˆ�˜�}���ˆ�˜���Ì�…�i��industry.

€ �"�Õ�À���Ü�œ�À�•�`�‡�V�•�>�Ã�Ã���*�"�-���Ì�i�V�…�˜�œ�•�œ�}�Þ���…�i�•�«�Ã���Þ�œ�Õ���À�Õ�˜���Þ�œ�Õ�À���Ã�…�œ�«���Ã�“�œ�œ�Ì�…�•�Þ���>�˜�`���i�v�wciently.

€ We offer top selling, unique keepsake containers for all occasions.

€ �7�i�½�À�i�� �>�˜�� �ˆ�˜�`�Õ�Ã�Ì�À�Þ�� �•�i�>�`�i�À�� �ˆ�˜�� �i�`�Õ�V�>�Ì�ˆ�œ� �̃]�� �œ�v�v�i�À�ˆ�˜�}�� �>�`�Û�>�˜�V�i�`�� �y�œ�À�ˆ�Ã�Ì� � � i� `� Õ� V� >� Ì� ˆ� œ� ˜� �through the 
�/�i�•�i�y�œ�À�>���
�`�Õ�V�>�Ì�ˆ�œ�˜���
�i�˜�Ì�i�À

€ �"�Õ�À���y�œ�Ü�i�À�L�Õ�Þ�i�À�°�V�œ�“���Ã�i�À�Û�̂ �V�i���œ�v�v�i�À�Ã���v�À�i�Ã�…���y�œ�Ü�i�À�Ã���>�Ì���̀ �̂ �Ã�V�œ�Õ�̃ �Ì�i�̀ ���«�À�̂ �V�i�Ã���Õ�Ã�̂ �̃ �}���>�̃ ��online auction 
system.

€ Our 24 Hour Flowers service offers your customers the expertise and service when you can•t 
answer your phone.

€ �-�i�>�“�•�i�Ã�Ã���V�À�i�`�ˆ�Ì���V�>�À�`���«�À�œ�V�i�Ã�Ã�ˆ�˜�}���‡��� �œ���…�ˆ�`�`�i�˜���v�i�i�Ã�]��� �œ���•�œ�˜�}�‡�Ì�i�À�“���V�œ�˜�Ì�À�>�V�Ì�°

���>�˜�>�}�i�À�]��� �>�Ì�ˆ�œ�˜�>�•���-�>�•�i�Ã
Janice Curran

�/�i�À�À�̂ �Ì�œ�À�Þ���-�>�•�i�Ã�����>�̃ �>�}�i�À
Dan Natalizio

�/�i�•�i�y�œ�À�>���/�i�V�…�˜�œ�•�œ�}�ˆ�i�Ã
Shawn Keith
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