2025 Great Lakes Floral & Event Expo

Official Program

www.glfee.com

www.greatlakesfloralassociation.org
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GLFEE Event
Details:

TRADE SHOW HOURS
10:00 am - 4:30 pm
11:00 am - 2:30 pm

Saturday:
Sunday:

GLFEE Event
Program:

The Great Lakes Floral Association would like to THANK the following companies who have
sponsored the presenter expenses, cut flowers, cut greens, blooming plants, green plants, and
hard goods, for the Great Lakes Floral & Event Expo. They are the reason your registration

fees are kept so low! Thank You!
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Hardgoods & Supplies

Foliage & Blooming Plants
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Rod Crittenden
Sunday:        11:00 am - 2:30 pm

Rod Crittenden
Saturday:     10:00 am - 4:30 pm

Rod Crittenden
TRADE SHOW HOURS


2025 Trade Show Support GLFEE Vendors!

This show is only possible with the support of the exhibitors.
Please spend time with them on the show floor, and when possible, buy from them here at the show.

Company

Mains Importing

AIFD NC

QR Zipper

Syndicate Sales

GLFA / Certified Florist (CF)

MHI Fund

ConnectPay

Connie Duglin Linen
Norman Smith Enterprises
American Takii

Teleflora

American Floral Endowment
Hyacinth House
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Company

Kennicott Brothers
Flower Shop Network/FG Market
Strider

Rokay Floral

Reliant Ribbon
FloristWare

FloraCraft

BloomNet

DWEF

FTD

UrnTray

Smithers Oasis
Mayesh

Volorio

Vibrant Vivid Plant Life




GLFEE SCHEDULE

AT A GLANCE

Business Sessions (Green)
Hands-On Classes (Blue)

Main Stage Design Shows (Pink)
Trade Show — (Purple)

*Additional Fee Applies

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2025

Registration Desk Open

8:00a.m.-7:00 p.m.

Secchia Foyer

9:00 a.m. -4:30 p.m.

*Interactive Hands-On Workshop/ Business Session: Buying and Merchandising for Profitable Flower Shops
w/Doug Bates and Kelsey Thompson Sponsored by Flower Shop Network

River Overlook A/B

3:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Design Contest Registration In partnership with FloraCraft & CalFlowers

Secchia Foyer

6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

*Hands -On “The Art of the Whimsical Wedding” w/Stefanie Rutherford, Sponsored by: DWF

River Overlook A

6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

*Hands -On “Inspire to Be a Certified Florist” w/Jedidiah Daddow, and Cindy Hall, Sponsored by: GLFF

River Overlook B

7:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.

*Hands-On FFA Student Prep: “Inspiring Unique Mask Decorating” w/Steve Chase and Laurie Williams, Sponsored by: DWF

River Overlook C

8:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.

SATURDAY, MARCH 1, 2025

7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

Mix and Mingle Sponsored by: Mayesh

Registration Desk Open

River Overlook Foyer

Secchia Foyer

8:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m.

*Hands-On Workshops (choose one)

*Hands On: “Inspired Sustainable Wedding Bouguets” w/Gina Thresher, Sponsored by: BloomNet

River Overlook A

*Hands On: So Fetch (Floral Accessories Workshop) w/Grace Morrow & Kymbra Tucker, Sponsored by: Mayesh

River Overlook B

*Hands On: Serpentine Serenity: A Celebration of Life Workshop w/Dondi Richardson Sponsored by: FloraCraft

River Overlook C

9:00a.m.-9:30 a.m.

Cracking the Code of Floral Certifications w/Jerome Raska, Amber Kirkland, Amanda Rosencrantz Sponsored by: GLFF

Steelcase Ballroom A

9:30a.m.-10:00 a.m.

Certified Florist (CF) Tips and Tricks Panel show ww/Jerome Raska, Alice Waterous, Amber Kirkland Sponsored by: GLFF

Steelcase Ballroom A

10:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Silent Auction

Steelcase Ballroom A

10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Trade Show Open

Steelcase Ballroom B

10:00 a.m.-10:15 a.m.

Visit Trade Show Vendors

10:15a.m.-11:00 a.m.

Main Stage Design Show: Designer of the Year Run Off w/Jerome Raska, Sponsored by: FloraCraft & CalFlowers

Steelcase Ballroom A

10:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m.

Business Session: Building Your Dream Team (The Blueprint for Success and Scalability)
w/Brandee Gaar Sponsored by: Details Flowers Software & Great Lakes Floral Foundation

River Overlook E

10:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m.

Business Session: Building a Brand Through Customer Service w/Derrick Myers, Sponsored by: Crockett Myers

River Overlook F

11:00a.m.-11:30 a.m.

Visit Trade Show Vendors

Steelcase Ballroom B

11:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m.

Main Stage Design Show: Triple Play Container Twist “One Vase Three Visions” w/Helen Miller, Sponsored by: Teleflora

Steelcase Ballroom A

12:30 p.m.-1:00 p.m.

Visit Trade Show Vendors

Steelcase Ballroom B

1:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m.

Main Stage Design Show: Elevating Sympathy Expressions w/ Neville McKay, Sponsored by: Smithers Oasis

Steelcase Ballroom A

1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Business Session: FMF Eco-Engagement: Leveraging Sustainability to Drive Floral Sales
w/Renato Sogueco & Eric Black, Sponsored by: BloomNet & Syndicate Sales

River Overlook E

2:00 p.m.-2:30 p.m.

Visit Trade Show Vendors

Steelcase Ballroom B

2:30 p.m.-3:30 p.m.

Main Stage Design Show: Destination Weddings w/Edward Smith, Sponsored by: FloristWare

Steelcase Ballroom A

2:30 p.m.-3:30 p.m.

Business Session: How to Make a Lasting Impression w/Fayez Radwan, Sponsored by: Great Lakes Floral Foundation

River Overlook E

3:30 p.m.-4:00 p.m.

Visit Trade Show Vendors

Steelcase Ballroom B

4:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.

Business Session: Assume the Sale: Perfecting Consultations That Close Every Time w/Brandee Gaar,
Sponsored by: Details Flowers Software & Great Lakes Floral Foundation

River Overlook E

4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Main Stage Design Show: Wedding Event with Sustainability W/Kelly Shore, Sponsored by: Syndicate Sales

Steelcase Ballroom A

6:00 p.m. - 6:45 p.m.

President’s Reception

Steelcase Ballroom B

7:00 p.m.-9:30 p.m.

SUNDAY MARCH 2, 2025

7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

*Recognition and Awards Banquet Keynote: Making Sense of Sustainability: How Sustainabloom can help
w/Jackie Lacey, Sponsored by American Floral Endowment

Registration Desk Open

Steelcase Ballroom A

Secchia Foyer

8:00a.m.-10:00 a.m.

*Hands-On Workshops (choose one)

*“Hands On: Attainable, Sustainable Floral Design w/Kelly Shore, Sponsored by: Syndicate Sales

River Overlook A

*Hands On: Embracing Memories, Crafting Memorial Designs w/Neville McKay, Sponsored by: Smithers Oasis

River Overlook B

*Hands On: Destination Wedding Bouquets w/Edward Smith, Sponsored by: FloristWare

River Overlook C

9:30a.m.-10:30 a.m.

Business Session: Assume the Sale: Perfecting Consultations That Close Every Time w/Brandee Gaar
Sponsored by: Details Flowers Software & Great Lakes Floral Foundation

River Overlook E

9:30a.m.-10:30 a.m.

Business Session: Cash-in on Collaborative Classes w/Jen Linehan, Sponsored by: Beautiful Blooms by Jen

River Overlook F

10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

Main Stage Design Show: Inspiring Sustainability in Wedding Designs w/Gina Thresher, Sponsored by: BloomNet

Steelcase Ballroom A

11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Visit Trade Show Vendors

Steelcase Ballroom B

12:00 p.m. - 12:45 p.m.

GLFA Annual Meeting and Luncheon: Keynote: State of the Industry w/Derrick Myers, Sponsored by Crockett Myers

Steelcase Ballroom A

12:45 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Visit Trade Show Vendors

Steelcase Ballroom B

1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Main Stage Design Show: Profitable Plants: Beyond the Basket and Bow w/Samantha Bates, Sponsored by: FTD

Steelcase Ballroom A

1:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m.

Business Session: Building Your Dream Team: (The Blueprint for Success and Scalability)
w/Brandee Gaar Sponsored by: Details Flowers Software & Great Lakes Floral Foundation

River Overlook E

1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Business Session: Building a Brand Through Customer Service w/Derrick Myers, Sponsored by: Crockett Myers

River Overlook F

2:00 p.m.

Silent Auction Closes

Steelcase Ballroom A

2:00 p.m.-2:30 p.m.

Visit Trade Show Vendors

Steelcase Ballroom B

2:30 p.m.-3:30 p.m.

Main Stage Design Show: Merchandising and Design Techniques for Boosting Sales /Doug Bates and Kelsey Thompson,
Sponsored by: Flower Shop Network

Steelcase Ballroom A



Rod Crittenden


Visit us at Booth 16 in the Trade Show to
pick up FREE AFE SWAG and learn more!

TOGETHER WE GROW

With the support of dedicated donors, AFE provides:

e Advancements and innovation through funding
research in pest and disease control, post-harvest
handling, flower breeding, and more

Professional development opportunities for the
next generation by providing scholarships,
internships, and career resources to young
professionals pursuing floriculture

Continued education through grants, webinars, our
Thrips & Botrytis Research library, and our latest
project, Sustainabloom, providing guides and
resources for all

DON’T MISS OUR SESSIONS ON SUSTAINABILITY!

e Leveraging Sustainbility to Drive Floral Sales

Speakers: Angelyn Tipton, AIFD, CFD, GMF, PFCI and Eric Black
Date: March 1,1-2 PM floralmarketingfund.org

e Making Sense of Sustainability: How Sustainabloom Can Help

Speaker: Jackie Lacey AAF, AIFD, CFD, FSMD, PFCI

Date: March 1, 7-9:30 PM (Recognition Awards Banquet Keynote) sustainabloom.org
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www.endowment.org

April Sthis
National Self Care Day

Let's work together to inspire consumers to
treat themselves to fresh flowers!

Flowers are a simple, everyday act of self-care, and
this micro-holiday is the perfect time to spread the message.

We've made it easy with free marketing assets—
scan the QR Code today and share across your business.

Together, we can make flowers an essential part of self-care!

Flowers.

SELF CARE MADE EASY



https://thatflowerfeeling.org/



connectpayusa.com

Your Passion is Flowers—Ours is Your Profitability!

Running a successful floral business is more than just arranging beautiful blooms—it’s about mastering the
financial side of your business. That’s where we come in!

At Crockett, Myers & Associates, we specialize in helping florist just like you maximize profits through Stra-
tegic cost control, business coaching, and smart planning. With years of industry experience, we under-
stand the unique challenges of floral businesses—seasonal fluctuations, inventory management, pricing

strategies and employee issues.

We Help You:
Call us Today at:

Handle Your Accounting—stress free

Identify hidden costs & increase profit margins 410-760-5555
Streamline expenses & Improve cash flow
) ) ) Or check us out online at:
Understand financial reports with ease
www.crockettmyers.com

Plan for growth with confidence

Let’s turn your creativity into a thriving, profitable business!


crockettmyers.com

DWF FLINT Vioiesaierarmes
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mailto:orderflint@dwfwholesale.com
dwfwholesale.com

Visit us
at GLFEE

Booth #28!

Floral Installations, Llevated!
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Made with Recycled Plastic!

Perfect for your permanent flower arrangements, this lightweight FloraFoM® DécoBar™ is
designed for linear installations. Its sturdy, XPS structure makes it easy to hang and ensures
that permanent stems, heavy-stemmed naturals, and floral picks stay securely in place.
Prepare your base pieces in advance and simply add fresh stems with water picks on the
day of installation, saving you both time and money!

» Wedding Aisles  « Stair Railings  Mantle Décor

Dlsz?;ftrrltz%g]caongar + Wedding Arches ¢ Porch Railings « Front Door Décor and additional
‘ « Event Backdrop  * Hanging Installations « Tablescaping DécoBar design ideas.

&g
FLORACRAFT.  LUDINGTON, MICHIGAN 49431 « (800) 253-0409 « Shop.FloraCraft.com

331242 GLFEE25_FloraCraftAd_2.indd 1 1/22/25 5:54 PM


shop.floracraft.com

k florist Powerful, Affordable & Easy-to-Use POS

Save Time & Money
INncrease Sales & Profits

Our powerful, affordable & easy-to-use POS software gives
you the features you need without the cost and aggravation
of wire service systems... and the freedom and flexibility to
take back control of your business without the limitations of
other independent systems.

Visit Us In Booth 26
Ask About GLFEE Specials!

888.531.3012 | www.floristware.com



http://www.floristware.com
floristware.com
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innovation.

For 25 years, we've been redefining what's possible for florists with
cutting-edge tools and fresh ideas. As the industry evolves, we
embrace change to help florists stay ahead. Innovation isn’t just
what we do—it's who we are.

fsnflorists.com | 800.858.9925


fsnflorists.com

TODAY'S FLORISTS

GROW STRONGER WITH FTD

Your business needs are always evolving—and you should have flexible technology
that can keep up. With Mercury HQ, our cloud-based shop management system,
it’s easy to manage all your orders and run your shop from anywhere, on any
device. And with new and improved florist websites powered by Shopify, you have
control over your business’s e-commerce performance.

TO LEARN MORE, VISIT WWW.FTDI.COM/GROW


ftdi.com/grow



kennicott.com

Save time (& money with Mayesh Market.

Shop for flowers from the convenience of
your couch! Mayesh.com has a variety of
shopping tools to tailor your flower ordering
experience to your business.

Miami Direct
BoxLots

Farm Direct
BoxLots

Dutch Direct
BoxLots

Live & Local

PreBook

Mayesh Detroit | 734-728-6570 | detroit@mayesh.com



mayesh.com/shop
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FLORAL FOAM

FLORAL FOAM, REINVENTED
Plant-based floral foam is here!

[=] o [m]

Scan here to get your & 5.k 4k Or head to our website
FREE SAMPLE! -==*. m oasisfloralproducts.com

©2025 Smithers-0asis Company. All rights reserved. 0ASIS® is a registered trademark of Smithers-Oasis Company. oasisfloralproducts.com



oasisfloralproducts.com

ROKAYFLORAL &

WHOLESALE CUT FLOWERS

Big enough to serve you, Small enough to do it nghtl

Celebrating 35 years in business

Two locations to serve you

Novi Battle Creek

40100 Grand River Ave Suite D 1125 Hill Brady Road
Novi, MI 48375 Battle Creek, MI 49037
(734) 416-1300 (269) 962-8527

www.rokayfloral.com

Shop at your convenience

Our Live & Local Inventory is available online for purchase and we offer K2K which
connects you with our farms and importers for direct by the box purchases at

significant savings.


http://www.rokayfloral.com/
royakfloral.com

Territory Sales Manager Territory Sales Manager e-Commerce Specialist Teleflora Technologies
Janice Curran Dan Natalizio Diane Lagerstedt Doug Ress

SERVING THE FLORISTS OF THE GREAT LAKES

Our knowledgeable team of business experts are ready to work with you, one on one. They'll provide
the tools and advice you need to grow your business profitably and sustainably.

WE'RE MORE THAN A WIRE SERVICE.
WE'RE A PARTNERSHIP.
800.421.2815

HANDS-ON DESIGN CLASS

DESIGNING FOR EXCELLENCE

This in-depth, accreditation-driven, hands-on floral workshop provides the preparation and confidence you need
to succeed. Designed to simulate realistic scenarios you may encounter during evaluations or in professional
practice, this class will challenge you to think critically, solve design problems on the fly, and meet the rigorous
standards expected for certification.

Participants will receive one-on-one coaching tailored to their unique strengths and areas for growth, with
detailed feedback on design techniques, mechanics, and overall presentation.

Join Tom Bowling AIFD, PFCl in Dallas, TX for this in-depth 3 day class. To register or to find other upcoming
classes, please visit teleflorafloraldesignhub.com

Sunday, March 23 - Wednesday, March 26, 2025
Bill Doran Company | Dallas, TX

teleflora.


teleflorafloraldesignhub.com



https://qrzipper.com/floral



